REGATTA RULES








	THE COURSE
	Rowing 2.6 miles, sequential start, buoyed, against the clock.  Course map on site, & on line. 

	
	

	REGATTA RULES
	All Regatta rules and pertinent information are listed in this packet. Information also available on line (www.headofthestjohns.com), and will be posted at the venue. All teams will be responsible for distribution of race rules and course information to all crews rowing. 

	
	

	COACHES' / COXSWAINS' MEETING
	There will be NO coaches' and coxswain's meeting. Information / rules as above. 
Roll call will be eliminated in lieu of team registration with distribution of packets. 

SCRATCHES – Teams must report scratches to the Regatta Director / Regatta Headquarters Pavilion by 6:30AM race day. This will be the last opportunity to address entry and schedule issues; no changes will be considered after this time. Scratch fees due prior to any crew from affected team launching. 

	
	

	AWARDS
	Medals will be awarded to first, second and third place finishers in each event, with the exception of last place finishers. Team champions will be recognized with awards in Club, Collegiate and Youth categories. A Team Points trophy will be awarded to the team that achieves the greatest total points using the following scoring system:
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Scoring is weighted for boat size (number of athletes) and the number of entries per event. The point grid is implemented from the right to the left. (i.e. a single event with 3 entries results in 2 first place points.)

	
	

	BOAT STORAGE
	Parking for trailers will be available by the launching/retrieving docks.  Spaces will be assigned in order of registration. Storage of boats is at your own risk. The Regatta Committee cannot be responsible for improper storage.

	
	

	PARKING
	Bus parking will be available on some streets.  Regatta Parking will be available on site for $5 per vehicle.   


	TRAFFIC PATTERN
	The starting line is located approximately three miles from the boat launching area. Buoys will separate the race course from the warm-up area. Boats are required to keep to the starboard side of the course while proceeding to the start (Away from shore). This rule will apply on Race Day and on Practice days. See course diagram. 

	
	

	BOW NUMBERS
	Each crew/sculler shall carry a bow number, denoting its place in the starting order. The Regatta will supply bow numbers to be affixed to the boat and to the back of the bow person or single sculler.

	
	

	FOOT GEAR RELEASE
	Where the feet of the competitor are held by foot gear affixed to the stretcher of the boat, the design of such foot gear shall provide for the quick release of the competitors feet in case of capsize, without the use of hands. Such design may consist of Velcro or pull strings at the heels.

All boats will be checked for such appropriate foot gear. If such foot gear is not present, at all seats, that boat will not be launched. This checking of the boats will occur immediately prior to launch. 

	
	

	LAUNCH SCHEDULE
	Crews will be expected to launch approximately 60 to 30 minutes prior to their race time. Dockmasters will control dock traffic, and will make general announcements in the dock / trailer areas calling race groups to launch. However, responsibility to launch on time remains with each crew. Please watch the races on water, and the crews currently launching to anticipate your group since conditions may affect the race schedule on race day. Launching in race groups and proceeding to the Start area in close to sequential order will facilitate efficient and safe racing. 

REGISTERED BOATS FAILING TO LAUNCH DURING THE APPROPRIATE LAUNCH WINDOW FOR THEIR RACE WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO RACE.

	
	

	LAUNCHING
	Please limit the number of assistants to two (2) members per boat.  Please listen to the directions of the officials. All oars must accompany boats to launch docks.  Launch sequentially, quickly, and efficiently to insure all competitors fair time on the course. Please limit extraneous gear, extra assistants and all spectators from the launch and dock area.  

	
	

	THE START
	Marshals shall be present along the course; please heed their direction regarding organization of crews as you proceed toward the Start area. In the START area, Marshals shall be positioned in a launch for the purpose of organizing participating crews above the start into the proper starting order and time interval. Boats arriving at the Start without registering at the launch dock will not be allowed to race. 

Crews shall be responsible for maintaining their proper order, for maintaining their proper interval between themselves and other crews and for staying in the starting chute. 

At the start, crews will be called to the start chute at approximately ten second intervals. Starting order shall be determined by random draw or previous year racing after the top 5 finishers from the previous year's Regatta have been seeded. 

All crews not currently involved in the staging of the start shall yield to crews being summoned by the Marshall. Interference with the staging of the start shall result in a penalty.

If racing is delayed, the Starter shall provide for a sufficient amount of time between events so that crews in different events do not overlap at the finish line.

	
	

	THE RACE
	Referees shall be stationed at each point along the course as conditions require the observation or control of crews. Referees shall note any violations of Regatta rules, including traffic pattern rules, right of way rules and turning rules. Referees shall give instructions to crews to avoid collision or accident, to avoid interference and are empowered to disqualify a crew while the race is in progress.

	
	

	RIGHT OF WAY
	A crew is deemed to be overtaking another crew when it has moved to within one length of open water of the crew ahead. On the portions of the course that are straight, a crew being overtaken shall move to the starboard and allow the overtaking crew to pass. Where the course turns, a crew being overtaken shall move to the outside of the turn and allow the overtaking crew to pass along the shorter path.

	
	

	THE FINISH
	After crossing the finish line, crews shall continue to row towards the takeout dock area avoiding interfering with the following crews. Crews shall be disqualified if they cross line missing a crew member.

Order of finish shall be determined according to the order of elapsed times, after any time penalties have been assessed.

	
	

	PENALTIES
	A thirty second penalty shall be assessed for each buoy that a crew passes incorrectly. A crew passes a buoy incorrectly when its hull passes on the wrong side of the buoy.

A ten second penalty may be assessed to crews entering the start chute out of order.

A thirty second penalty may be assessed to any crew which fails to yield to a crew having the proper right of way.

A sixty second penalty may be assessed to any crew crossing the starting line without its required bow number.

	
	

	HOT SEATING
	Hot seating will be permitted if schedule allows for it.  All hot seating must be reported to and approved by dock master or head official.  Any teams needing to hot seat should mention it at registration to the Regatta Director. 

	
	

	PROTESTS
	Intent to file a protest must be indicated on the water immediately following the finish of a race to an Official before the crew leaves the finish area. After a crew returns toward the takeout docks, all right to protest is waived. 

The regatta will consider a protest from each coach or coaching representative (only 1 coach/coaching representative per protest is allowed) per USRA rules at a fee of $25.00. The protest must be filed with Control Commission at Regatta Headquarters and the fee paid within 45 minutes of the last boat finish time for the race in question. The protest must be filed with the Control Commission at the Regatta Headquarters. The Regatta Jury will consider appeals from crews who have been assessed a penalty. No crew shall receive a time advantage from a decision by the Jury. 

All race results become "Official" 45 minutes following the last boat to finish in an event if no protests are pending.

	
	


